Children with a pervasive developmental disorder, children with a language disorder and normally developing children in situations with high- and low-level involvement of the caregiver.
The social behaviour of low-functioning children with a Pervasive Development Disorder (PDD), high-functioning children with a PDD, children with a Language Disorder (LD) and normally developing children (ND) was investigated in a playroom session while they were interacting with one of their parents. High-functioning children with a PDD were found to differ from the other groups in social responsivity. Low-functioning children with a PDD differed from high-functioning children with a PDD in the total number of social bids, type of social bids, number of looks at parent and social responsivity. When parents structured the behaviour of their children, this resulted in an increase in number of social bids and looks in the low-functioning children with PDD.